ference, as they sum up the opinions of the large body of experts who attended the meetings.
Health and medical services Resolutions
In Eastern countries more than anywhere else, preventive medicine is the cheapest means of improving the health conditions of the popidation in the rural areas, and it is along preventive lines that the effort should be principally directed.
2. The system suitable for a given area may be that in which curative and preventive work are combined in one organization, or that in which the two are carried out by separate organizations. Where economic conditions have allowed the adoption of the latter system, care should be taken that neither organization should develop disproportionately to the other and that where this disproportion exists, it should be corrected.
Where the former system has been adopted and the same personnel are responsible for both curative and preventive work, it is important that the preventive work should not be neglected. The time and effort which auxiliary personnel devote to curative and preventive work respectively should be determined by the superior staff.
3. As ultimately the preventive and curative work must be organized on a basis of accurate knowledge of the diseases and disabilities in an area, the importance of collecting accurate vital statistics cannot be overemphasized. Our knowledge of morbidity in wide rural areas is very insufficient and it is therefore essential that every effort should be made to increase and improve it.
4. It is absolutely necessary to bring medical and health services as near to the population as possible, but the decentralization of activities should be guided and supervised by a central body in order to maintain efficiency and ensure a uniform policy.
5. While it is believed that decentralized preventive effort brings, comparatively, the greatest benefit to the health of the rural population at relatively the smallest cost, the means of applying this principle must necessarily vary with different local conditions and resources. No single type of organization can be recommended for general adoption, but it is essential that, whatever the means may be, they should be applied with sufficient thoroughness to make the beneficial effect of preventive work clear to the rural population and that the area of operations should be defined accordingly. The likelihood of attaining results which are permanent is increased if the size of the field of operation is determined in accordance with the capacity of the staff.
Progress will depend on gaining the confidence of the people by demonstrating to them the benefits of preventive work, so that they will voluntarily take a share in the work by contributing to it in money or in labour.
A preliminary study of local conditions and requirements in the _ villages themselves should serve as a basis upon which details of the local services can be organized. (3, 826, 980 16,570,958 (7,788,602 males, 4,015,155 females and 4,767,201 children) of Government quinine.
